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Making a donation through a planned 
gift is a wonderful way to leave a 
legacy and is one of the best ways you 

can ensure help is always available for survivors 
of intimate partner violence, sexual assault and 
child abuse in North Lake Tahoe and Truckee. 
Planned giving is a form of charitable giving that 
involves contributing one’s assets through wills 
and estate plans.

Most planned gifts are by a simple bequest 
in a will naming an organization to receive a 
gift. Some donors work with their attorney, 
accountant or financial advisor to provide for 
future gifts while reserving an income interest 
using a charitable remainder trust, charitable gift 
annuities or pooled income funds.

 A planned gift is a future gift to a nonprofit 
organization to enhance its work. Planned 
giving is a way for individuals to add satisfaction 
and meaning to their lives by assisting 
organizations close to their hearts. Assets used 
to fund planned gifts include life insurance, IRA 
beneficiary designations and appreciated assets 
such as securities and real estate. 

 Bequests to Tahoe SAFE Alliance should refer 
to our legal name, “Crisis Intervention Services, 
d.b.a. Tahoe SAFE Alliance.” Even small bequests 
to Tahoe SAFE Alliance can make a meaningful 
difference in the lives of survivors of intimate 
partner violence, sexual assault or child abuse.

 

We would be pleased to discuss with you or your 
attorney ways to include Tahoe SAFE Alliance in 
your estate plans. Please contact Karen S. Carey, 
Executive Director at (775) 298-0162. If you have 
already included Tahoe SAFE Alliance in your 
estate plans, thank you and please let us know 
so that we can help ensure that your wishes  
are fulfilled.

Remember Tahoe SAFE Alliance  
in your wills & trusts
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2011 Volunteer Appreciation Event, Truckee River Winery



Vision
We envision a community free of violence where 
all women, men and children are treated equally 
with dignity and respect; and where intimate 
partner violence, sexual assault and child abuse 
are no longer tolerated.

Philosophy
Tahoe SAFE Alliance believes every person has 
the right to live a life free of violence and abuse. 
We are committed to empowering victims 
in reclaiming those rights and to educating 
the community on violence prevention. As a 
feminist organization, we celebrate women’s 
contributions to society and honor our 
foremothers who created the movement to 
end the inequities and oppression that lead to 
domestic and sexual violence. We believe in 
equality for women and men, and recognize that 
the imbalance of power in our society needs to 
be rectified through advocating for women’s 
rights. We believe sexual assault and intimate 
partner violence survivors are compelling 
ambassadors and allies in the movement to  
end violence.

We know intimate partner violence, sexual 
violence and child abuse inflicts physical and 
emotional harm, social distress and economic 
costs on all victims including women, men, 
children and teens, as well as the community at 
large. Tahoe SAFE Alliance empowers survivors 
to move through crisis to self-sufficiency by 
providing reliable, consistent and progressive 
services. We educate the community in order to 
prevent future intimate partner violence, sexual 
assault and child abuse because we believe 
violence is learned and can be unlearned.

Volunteers at  
Truckee Thursday’s

Mission
Tahoe SAFE Alliance is dedicated  
to reducing the incidence and 
trauma of domestic violence, 
sexual assault and child abuse  
in North Lake Tahoe and  
Truckee communities.
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$5,000 to $9,999
John & Catherine Farahi
Grove Family Fund held at Tahoe 
Truckee Community Fdn
Kim & Bonnie LaValley
George & Irma LeBard
North Tahoe Cruises
North Lake Tahoe Schools 
Mentoring Program Fund held at 
Parasol Tahoe Community Fdn
Karen Plastiras
Rubin Family Fund held at Parasol 
Tahoe Community Fdn
Smallwood Family Trust held at 
Parasol Tahoe Community Fdn
The Susan Kay Myers Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999
Jan Bertozzi
Matthew & Rebecca Gelber
The Munson Family Foundation

$25,000 and Up
Cecchi Family Fund held at 
Parasol Tahoe Community Fdn
Nathan & Nicole Tanner

Special Event Sponsors
3rd Annual Father  
Daughter Dance
A special Thank You to Tahoe 
Biltmore Lodge & Casino, Tahoe 
Forest Hospital District, DJ
Retro, Dress the Part(y), A Day in 
Your Life
Photography, Danielle Hankinson
Photography, Tahoe City Public 
Utility District
Jennifer Rau, and all of the 
passionate and dedicated 
committee members and 
volunteers

V-Day

Queen V
Warren Bray & Darlene  
Pearson- Bray
Chuck & Karen Sage

V-Goddess
The Banker’s Network

V-Angel
Bella Lago Aesthetics
Tahoe Forest Hospital District

DiVine
Barry Mark Triestman, D.C., 
D.A.B.C.N.

Valentine
Karen Kucharski, DMD
Rouda, Feder Tietjen & McGuinn

LoVe
Big Blue Spa
Heidi Doyle in honor of Dina 
Marshal
Images Salon
Integrated Enviornmental 
Restoration Services, Inc.
Pomin’s Tahoe Hot Tubs
Ring Around the Rosie
Renewal Dermatology & Laser
Tahoe City Dental Group

23rd Annual Chocolate,  
Wine & Roses Festival 

Frank Sinatra
Dress the Part(y)

Marilyn Monroe
North Tahoe Bonanza
Sierra Sun

Sammy Davis, Jr.
The Weekly

Shirley MacLaine
A Day in Your Life Photography
Jen Scmidt Photography
Eric & Shana Wapstra Scott

Dean Martin
Auerbach Engineering Corp.
Chambers Landing Bar  
& Restaurant
Gary Davis Group
Ruth Esbin-Greer
The Grid Bar & Grill
Hennessey Heating & Air, Inc.
Korbel
Karen Kucharski, DMD
Lotus of the Lake
Mountain Home Center
Plumas Bank
RB Waterfronts, LLC
Rice Conway Group
Dr. Jonathan Smith, Ltd.
Swiss Lakewood Restaurant
Wells Fargo Bank

SKI Day
Sugar Bowl Ski Resort



Values
Confidentiality: We provide a safe and trusting 
environment for individuals to begin the healing 
process and learn to empower and protect 
themselves. We participate in mandatory 
reporting when required.

Integrity: We promote honesty and sincerity. 
We encourage truthful dialogue and ethical 
conduct among clients, staff and the community.

Individuality: We recognize that each staff, 
volunteer and survivor brings unique attributes, 
insights and perspectives to the organization.  
As individuals and as an organization, we 
promote understanding, compassion, tolerance 
and respect.

Cultural diversity: We respect cultural 
differences and perspectives, and strive to be 
accessible to all people. We support equality and 
disdain biases while recognizing that differences 
are relevant to understanding the causes of and 
the elimination of intimate partner violence, 
sexual assault and child abuse. 

Equality: We are committed to changing 
unequal power dynamics related to gender, 
race/ethnicity, class, educational level, ability, 
age, sexuality, religion and other forms of 
oppression. We believe violence against women 
and children cannot be eradicated if we do not 
act to end the abuse of power. 

Accountability: We hold ourselves accountable 
to intimate partner violence and sexual assault 
survivors, to other staff and volunteers, to our 
donors and to the community.

A healthy work environment: We promote 
a work environment that includes honest and 
open communication, support and respect of 
each other, and personal and professional  
well-being.

Social change: We believe every institution  
and member of society must take responsibility 
for the eradication of intimate partner violence, 
sexual assault and child abuse. They are  
serious crimes and major health problems.  
For this reason we advocate for social 
institutions, including governmental, legal, 
medical and educational systems, to recognize 
and address intimate partner violence, sexual 
assault and child abuse, and to hold  
perpetrators accountable. 

Principled leadership: We seek leaders who 
are committed to our mission and values, foster 
empowerment of others and serve as role 
models and mentors. 

Ritz-Carlton at Chocolate, Wine & Roses

Truckee High School Teen Speaker’s Bureau
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Being at the safe house has really helped me 
to take time to think and focus on my current 
situation and what was ahead for me. I don’t 
know what I would have done if it hadn’t been 
for this program.  
— Recent resident of the Safe House

Thank you to all our donors
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$25 to $99
Beatrice Axelrod
Gina Barta
Mary Bennington
John Bergmann
Nancy Bervid
Catherine Brandi-Lint
Richard Bozzio
Donald & Betty Broughton
Terrance & Carol Clapham
William & Helen Couglhlin 
Roberts
Darzynkiewicz, Dickerson & 
Whitlow Families held at Tahoe 
Truckee Community Fdn
Parise De Jean
Phil Dickson
William & Liza Drewes
Phyllis Farr
Lynn Flagg
Flinch Design & Communications
Curtis Fong
John & Helen Foster
Patricia Gibbons-Johnson
Gateway Urgent Care
Diana & Fred Gillaspy
Charles Greene
Donald & Shirley Hale
Richard Harter
Ana Hinman
Susan Hoefler
J.D. Hoss
James Costalupes General 
Contractor, Inc.
Kings Beach United Methodist 
Women
Sven & Anna Klovstad
Trudy & Rolf Lesem
Richard & Rachel Livingston
Margaret Lewicki
Gerald & Joyce Long
McClagan’s Corp
Yehudit Nadler
David Noble
Joseph & Nancy Nolan
PEO Sisterhood
Stephen Ramos
Sierra Nevada Media Group
Fagan & Martha Smith
Tom & Bobby Specht
Russell & Karen Stein
Raymond & Zelda (Cookie) 
Steinberg
Kathy Stephenson
Leslie Suen
Thomas Klenke & Naomi Tam
Jeanne Tarantino
Michael Torrey
Anita Weemaes
William Wendin
Lynn Whetstone
Robert & Marilyn Wise

$100 to $249
Stephen & Anna Anderson
Karen Barney
Stephen Barr
Chris Bartkowski
Sharon Beard
John Bervid
Deborah Brown
Laura Brown
Leslie Brown
James & Cindy Burau
Karen Carey
Anne Chadwick
Christ Life Church
Clearwater Day Spa
Julia & Wayne Cromwell
Lynda English-Bervid
Randy Fenn
Mark & Sarah Ferris
Stephanie Gibbons
Nancy & Rodney Gillespie
Michael Griesmer
Jeff & Sue Gross
Danielle Hankinson
Dawn Harris
Darin & Carrie Honey
Charles & Martha Hutchings
Incline Village Community 
Presbyterian Church
Deena Karuna
Diana Kincade
Knights of Columbus
Paul Leline
Christophe Lynn
Mark & Julie Ludviksen
Barbara Marsted
M. Martland
Jonathan & Nancy Morse
Konrad Motzek
Alexander & Patricia Mourelatos
Steve Neft
Antonia Neubauer
Jeffery & Laura Partridge
Timothy Racich
Ramana Rao
Gloria Reid
Shelly Reiter
Jeffery Schaff
Maia Schneider
Jane Shadie
Rod & Dorea Shoemaker
Ramona & Linda Slack Cruz
John & Sue Sorensen
Tahoe Dave’s Skis & Boards
Tahoe Lake Elementary School
David & Judith Thompson
Brandena Wells

$250 to $499
Mary Alber
James Backhus
Don & Kathleen Berryman
Judith Buckingham
Clear Capital
David & Cynthia Coverdale
Kristi Darzynkiewicz
Davis Yoder Realty Group
Bill & Kelly Dietz
Sean Farnan
Elise Fett
Nancy J. Bronstein Gisko
Denise Grice
Paula Lauer
Holger Liepmann
Michelle Lochridge
Peter Pecsvaradi
Placer Co. Deputy Sheriffs’ Assn.
Darren & Diana Reed
St. Nicholas Episcopal Church
Rick & Gail Stephens
Squaw Valley Ski Corporation
Truckee Tahoe Lumber Co.
Peter & Annette Van Dyck
Tom Watson
Rachel Williams
Women’s Club of North Lake 
Tahoe
Don & Dottie Zito

$500 to $999
Marie L. Borges
Celia DeBenedetti
Heidi Doyle
Wendy Hummer
Kiwanis Club of North Lake Tahoe
Jim & Tanya Miller
North Tahoe Lions Charities, Inc.
Keith & Kristin O’Donnell
Barbra Perlman-Whyman
Joff & Margo Redfern
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church
Tahoe Forest Hospital District
Tahoe Sierra Board of  
Realtors Fdn
Terry Family Fund
Carol & Karl Will

$1,000 to $4,999
Michael & Rosemary Agoglia
Helen Beecher
Bryan & Vinita Busse
Kate Carter
Construction & General Laborers
Donna Coombs
Barbara Cox
Annie Cunningham
Margaret & Bill Eadington
Ernie Ellison
Stuart & Debra Fishman
Gap Fund held at Parasol Tahoe 
Community Fdn
Harvey and Leslie Wagner 
Foundation
Randolph & Betty Holder
David & Denise Jared
Jim & Caroline Kaplan
Mark & Dana Kirkland
Lahey Family Trust
Robert Lober
Margaret & Manny Sylvester 
Charitable Fund held at Parasol 
Tahoe Community Fdn
Mark E. Smith Foundation
Kevin & Sheri Marshall
Martis Camp
Daren McDonald
Kevin McDonald
John & Wendy Mueller
Optimist Club of Truckee
PDL BioPharma, Inc.
Chris & Patricia Plastiras
Presbyterian Women
Bryan & Janet Raydon
Resort at Squaw Creek
Steve & Lovisa Rubin
Michael & Carolyn Smith
Soroptimist International of 
Truckee-Donner
Spirit of the Lake Fund held at 
Parsol Tahoe Community Fdn
Southwest Gas Corporation
Sunnyside Resorts, Inc
Tahoe Truckee Community 
Foundation
Vail Resorts ECHO Program
Wiesner Family Tahoe Fund held 
at Tahoe Truckee Community Fdn
Warren & Darlene Pearson-Bray



729 community members 
helped by Tahoe SAFE Alliance

765 calls to our 24-hour 
Community Helpline

75 sexual assault clients served

470 intimate partner violence 
clients served

18 women and 20 children 
received safe haven at our Mt. Rose 
Safe House

31 families received motel 
vouchers

7 clients received rental assistance

85 individuals received legal 
advocacy services

72 women and children received 
individual therapy sessions

39 women and 79 children 
participated in support groups

210 people received peer 
counseling

486 community & prevention 
education presentations were 
presented to 5,073 individuals

154 volunteers donated 
5,512 service hours

Transitional Housing
The Residential Program of Tahoe SAFE Alliance 
has grown! A Transitional Housing Program has 
recently been developed and implemented. 

Transitional housing, sometimes called second 
stage housing, is a residency program that 
includes support services. Usually provided after 
staying in a crisis shelter, transitional housing 
is designed as a bridge to self-sufficiency and 
permanent housing.

A woman, Cindy (not her real name) was fleeing 
her abusive marriage and turned to a Tahoe 
SAFE Alliance advocate. The advocate listened 
to Cindy’s story and explained to her the options 
available for her, including the Safe House 
Program. Cindy courageously took the first step 
and left the abusive relationship, moving into 
the Safe House because she had nowhere else 
to go. Upon entering the Safe House Program, 
Cindy began participating in weekly case 
management with an advocate, educational 
sessions and support groups. The Residential 
Program staff became aware that Cindy had 
been financially dependent on her abuser and it 
would be very difficult for her to get back on her 
feet and be able to afford housing completely 
on her own. Cindy was very capable of earning 
her own income; she obtained two jobs upon 
leaving her husband. The Residential Program 
staff determined that Cindy would be an 
excellent candidate for the Transitional Housing 
Program. She applied and was accepted. 

Cindy moved into a place that she chose, in 
an area she wanted to reside and felt most 
comfortable in. Tahoe SAFE Alliance continues 
to aid her with rental assistance each month 
and staff meets with her frequently for support 
and guidance. Cindy is still going through a 
difficult time. However, the Transitional Housing 
Program has helped her situation by providing 
the financial assistance she needs to be 
independent, as well as offering the emotional 
support to empower her to overcome the 
abusive marriage she was in and to live a life  
free of abuse. 

Prevention
At the beginning of each Youth Empowerment 
Program (YEP) group we discuss the importance 
of confidentiality. What is said in group must 
stay in group, except for three conditions. If a 
student is hurting themselves, hurting others, 
or being hurt by someone, Tahoe SAFE Alliance 
is required as a mandated reporter to bring it to 
the attention of the appropriate authorities. At 
the beginning of each group we make it clear to 
the students that if they bring those issues to our 
attention they will be reported. 

One student came into group with a reputation 
for being difficult, defiant, and getting many 
detentions. Every group he’d come in and tell us 
about a recent argument he’d gotten into with 
one of his teachers; often he had several stories 
to recount from the past week. He seemed like 
one of those kids that teachers have reached 
their breaking point with and Tahoe SAFE 
Alliance was worried that he would carry that 
reputation over into high school.

Program success stories
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Prevention Team with Activist and Author, Paul Kivel

Government Grants
Fiscal Year, 2011—2012 

California 
•	 	State	of	California	Emergency	Management	

Agency, Child Abuse Treatment Program

•	 	State	of	California	Emergency	Management	
Agency, Domestic Violence Program

•	 	State	of	California	Emergency	Management	
Agency, Rape Crisis Program

•	 	California	Department	of	Public	Health,	Rape	
Prevention Education

•	 	Nevada	County	Marriage	License

•	 	Placer	County	Community	Services	 
Block Grant

•	 	Placer	County	Domestic	Violence	Trust	 
Fund Program

•	 	Placer	County	Prevention	&	Early	Education	
Intervention Program

Nevada
•	 	Nevada	Network	Against	Domestic	Violence,	

Rural Grant

•	 	Nevada	Network	Against	Domestic	Violence,	
Language Line

•	 	State	of	Nevada,	Family	Violence	Prevention	
Services Act

•	 	State	of	Nevada,	Victims	of	Crime	Act

•	 	State	of	Nevada,	Marriage	License

•	 	State	of	Nevada,	Office	of	the	Attorney	
General, Violence Against Women Act,  
STOP grant

•	 	State	of	Nevada,	Office	of	the	Attorney	
General, Sexual Assault Services Program 

•	 	Washoe	County	Emergency	Food	and	
Shelter Program

Foundation Grants 

•	 	Blue	Shield	of	California

•	 Immigrant	Legal	Resource	Center

•	 Lahontan	Community	Foundation	

•	 Parasol	Americorps	Program

•	 Parasol	Tahoe	Community	Foundation

•	 S.H.	Cowell	Foundation	

•	 Tahoe	City	Rotary	Foundation

•	 Tahoe	Mountain	Resorts	

•	 	Tahoe	Truckee	Community	Foundation,	 
Basic Needs Fund

•	 	Tahoe	Truckee	Community	Foundation,	
Queen of Hearts

•	 	Terry	Lee	Wells	Foundation

•	 	United	Way	of	Nevada	County,	CA

•	 Vail	Resorts	ECHO	Program
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Expense Summary, July 2011 through June 2012

33.4%

13.1%

16.6%

18.4%

13.6%

4.9%

 Non-residential: $524,268

 Children’s Services: $205,845

 Operations: $260,243

 Prevention Education: $289,486

 Residential Safehouse: $212,963

 Volunteer: $78,105

Total Expenses: $1,570,910
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move allows us to create a more formalized 
integrated service system that will simplify 
and streamline service delivery. This will give 
community members in Kings Beach access to  
all the resources they truly need, not just those  
a single agency is set up to address.

In addition to the initial startup funding that 
Amy and Greg Cecchi helped us raise for the 
Transitional Housing Program, new grant 
funding has been acquired this year to expand 
this program to include Nevada families.

We launched a new Ally membership program 
and will work to refine it to make it easy for 
community members to get involved. This 
includes implementing recurring billing and 
integrating mobile technology and smart  
phone applications. 

We are developing an Annual Corporate 
Sponsorship Program for local businesses. This 
program is designed to provide marketing 
benefits all year long versus on a per event 
basis. This program will provide maximum 
exposure for local businesses that want to align 
themselves with Tahoe SAFE Alliance as their 
charity partner and demonstrate their support 
for keeping their community SAFE all year round.

We are also in the midst of creating a Partnership 
Council to further expand our outreach to our 
community and supporters. The Partnership 
Council will provide Tahoe SAFE Alliance with a 
leadership and relationship-building incubator 
involving stakeholders interested in our  
agency’s mission.

Financial statement 
Tahoe SAFE Alliance has a 27 year track record 
of successfully managing federal, state and 
local government grants as well as grants 
from corporations, private foundations and 
individuals. Currently, the agency administers  
29 active grants. 

A few significant differences in income growth 
from last year are:

•	 	An	increase	of	9	%	in	government	grants	and	
a	decrease	by	47%	in	private	foundations.	

•	 	A	decrease	in	donation	dollars	(unsolicited	
dollars) but an increase in fundraising 
(events and appeal campaigns). 

•	 	After	ten	years,	our	Emergency	Housing	
and Assistance Program (EHAP) grant 
requirements were met; this grant assisted 
us in acquiring the Safe House. The 
outstanding EHAP grant loan was forgiven, 
which is now reflected as an asset of Tahoe 
SAFE Alliance.

This upcoming year ... 

At the end of this year, we will have completed 
our current three year strategic plan and will 
begin looking at developing new strategic goals 
for the next three years. 

The Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation, 
with the support of the S.H. Cowell Foundation, 
purchased a building in Kings Beach. Tahoe SAFE 
Alliance, Project MANA and the North Tahoe 
Family Resource Center will move into the new 
“Community House” once it is renovated. This 

Sustainability

Since 1985, Tahoe SAFE Alliance has efficiently 
and effectively continued to provide quality 
programming to serve the needs of those 
affected by the trauma of intimate partner 
violence, sexual assault, and child abuse 
and to prevent violence in our community. 
We have a responsibility to the North Tahoe 
Basin community to help the individuals and 
their children affected by these potentially 
devastating experiences. 

We feel fortunate to have many generous 
community supporters who have invested 
in us. Their continued and ongoing support 
and generosity has enabled us to increase 
our capacity and continue to provide needed 
services to our community.

Our organization will continue to have financial 
challenges as the economic downturn continues. 
To deal with the “new normal” economy, Tahoe 
SAFE Alliance is continuing to be proactive in 
looking for new funding opportunities and 
building and strengthening our relationships 
within our community

However, we know we cannot do it alone. 
We need your help and support! Please 
call our office at (775) 298-0010 or visit our 
website, www.tahoesafealliance.org for more 
information on how to make a donation, 
become an Ally, offer pro bono services, or 
volunteer. Thank you.

Financial narrative

Income Summary, July 2011 through June 2012

62.4%

3.0%
9.9%

3.6%

6.3%

12.6%

1.9%

0.3%
 Grant Income: $1,092,576

 Foundation Income: $52,373

 Fundraising Income: $172,489

 Volunteer Hours: $63,239

 Donations: $109,738

 In-Kind Contributions: $33,001

 Loan Payoff for Shelter: $220,228

 Other Income: $5,706

Total Income: $1,749,350

The Children’s 
Program helped 
me with my anger 
because I was a 
bully, but now I’m 
nicer to my friends.
— 5th grade girl 

I know what it’s 
like to be picked 
on and bullied. 
People think I’m 
crazy because of 
my ADHD. I liked 
talking to the 
others girls about 
it because they 
understood  
what it’s like.  
That helped.
— 5th grade girl 

In a few group sessions we talked about opening 
up and sharing more candidly than one normally 
feels safe doing in everyday life. We talked about 
how that opportunity can help us deal with our 
real-life problems. One day we did a lesson on 
family and this particular boy just came right out 
and told the group about his family’s drinking 
problem and subsequent verbal and sometimes 
physical abuse that he experienced as a result. 
He had alluded to things of that nature before, 
but hadn’t come out and clearly stated what was 
going on before that point.

After group was over I went to see the counselor 
and tell her what happened. We agreed that 
we had a responsibility to report what he said. 
It was the first and only time I have had to file a 
CPS report. We called in the student to let him 
know what was going to happen. He wasn’t 
upset, which supported our thought that he 
said what he did because he wanted help. The 
counselor asked him if he’d like to participate in 
the school’s Al-Ateen group, which he did. 

While he still got in the occasional disagreement 
at school, the frequency of this student 
recounting arguments with teachers decreased. 
He joined the Al-Ateen group and spent the rest 
of the school year getting help. Often people 
think that reporting something like this will 
bring mostly negative consequences, but the 
school counselor and CPS responded in a very 
positive way with the student’s best interest 
at heart. This is a real-life example of what our 
Youth Empowerment Program groups are about; 
they give students a chance to talk about the 
things that are really going on in their lives 
and get help if needed. I’m honored that this 
student felt comfortable enough to ask for help, 
and I sincerely hope that he continues getting 
support as he begins his high school career.

Advocacy
A client initially came to our office in 2006 
because her children were being sexually 
assaulted by her husband. Tahoe SAFE Alliance 
staff provided much needed support to 
this client throughout the investigation and 
prosecution of her husband. Presently, he is 
serving two consecutive life sentences for  
his actions.

In April 2012, this client returned to our office 
seeking to re-file for divorce; she originally filed 
in 2008, but was never finalized and the Court 
file was closed. With the assistance of our Legal 
Advocate, the client was able to prepare the 

documents to initiate a new divorce action. 
Throughout the pendency of the action, the 
client received several pleadings from her 
husband seeking reimbursement for community 
property items he claimed to be his separate 
property. This process was traumatic for the 
client, as it brought back the emotions and 
heartache of the original investigation and 
prosecution of her husband. With the support  
of the Legal Advocate and two Bilingual 
Advocates, the client was able to appear, on 
multiple occasions, in court and ultimately was 
able to get the divorce granted without the  
need to evaluate and separate any of the 
community property.

The ability for this client to represent herself 
(with Tahoe SAFE Alliance staff support), and 
having the ability to completely separate 
herself from a man that has caused her family 
nothing but heartache, has been an extremely 
empowering experience for her and Tahoe 
SAFE Alliance staff. The client and her children 
can now look to the future—a life without any 
attachment to their abuser.

Children’s Program
A sixteen year old girl was referred to the 
Children’s Program. The client, mother, and 
siblings were residents in the Safe House 
years ago because of abuse by the father. Her 
mother divorced the abusive father two years 
ago, but the daughter struggled to define her 
relationship with her dad. He broke promises to 
her and blamed her mother for his problems. 

With help from the Tahoe SAFE Alliance staff,  
this young woman was able to find value in 
herself without validation from her father. 
She also received intimate partner violence 
education in order to help her better 
understand the dynamics of her parent’s abusive 
relationship. The client completed 12 weeks of 
individual counseling. The therapist was able 
to meet the client at school on a weekly basis 
because that was the most convenient location 
for her. Each week the therapist assisted her in 
processing her feelings, gaining new perspective 
on challenging situations, and exploring options 
to deal with problems. The client completed 
treatment with more tools to effectively  
navigate life.
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No Bullying Campaign at North Tahoe Boys and Girls Club



Tahoe SAFE Alliance works closely with partner 
agencies, law enforcement, healthcare 
professionals, school districts, and donors in 
Stopping Abuse for EVERYONE. Collaboration 
plays an important role in our work if we are to 
effectively end violence in our families, schools 
and communities. Here is what our partners 
have to say.
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Safety for 
victims, support 
for survivors 
and creation 
of community 
partnerships are 
critical needs 
that Tahoe SAFE 
Alliance addresses 
every day.
—  Sue Meuschke, 

Executive Director, 
Nevada Network Against 
Domestic Violence

 

“Often the trauma of family violence doesn’t 
show itself until days, even weeks, later. 
Although Law Enforcement is on the front line 
and stops the immediate danger, organizations 
such as Tahoe SAFE Alliance are indispensable 
in picking up the pieces and making families 
whole again. Without their continued support, 
families would stay traumatized, fractured  
and alone.

—  Rob Leftwich, Police Captain,  
Town of Truckee

“An understatement: We live in troubled times. 
The more difficult the times, the more Tahoe 
SAFE Alliance becomes a necessity; I support 
Tahoe SAFE Alliance because they have a track 
record of meeting the challenge.

— Tom Lahey, Financial Supporter

“Without question, our Tahoe Truckee 
community and the many women and men that 
we serve, would look much different if it were 
not for the presence of Tahoe SAFE Alliance 
in Placer and Nevada Counties. The efforts of 
Tahoe SAFE Alliance to prevent and reduce the 
trauma of domestic violence, of sexual assault 
and of child abuse, are vital services that we 
have seen time and again change the course 
for individual families and for our community 
at large in the most positive ways. Thank you 
Tahoe SAFE Alliance!

—  Glen Harelson, Program Manager, 
Tahoe/Truckee Health and Human Services  
of Placer and Nevada Counties

“Every community must have supportive services 
for domestic violence, child abuse and sexual 
assault. We are incredibly lucky that our services 
are provided so thoughtfully and effectively by 
such a strong agency as Tahoe SAFE Alliance.

Tahoe SAFE Alliance is a critical part of the  
safety net in the Tahoe Truckee area. For 
individuals, children or families who have 
experienced violence or trauma, Tahoe SAFE 
Alliance provides support on the pathway to 
healing. Just as importantly, they work hard  
to prevent abuse so that one day we can  
live in a community free of violence. We  
are incredibly lucky to have this wonderful 
agency in our region.

—  Phebe Bell, 
Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation

“Tahoe SAFE Alliance is an important partner 
in providing social and emotional support to 
so many of the Tahoe Truckee Unified School 
Districts Students. From the elementary schools 
to the high school age students they offer 
programs that the teachers and staff would not 
get to cover. This past year Tahoe SAFE Alliance 
really stepped up to help create and staff the 
Wellness Centers at the high schools. They  
have built relationships and trust among the 
students which has given the Wellness Centers 
a great start.

Thank you Tahoe SAFE Alliance for being  
allies in the social and emotional well-being  
of our students.

—  Cindy Maciel, Program Manager, 
STEPP, Tahoe Truckee Unified School District

“Domestic violence negatively impacts a whole 
community, not just those directly affected 
by abuse. Thankfully, the expert staff and 
dedicated volunteers of Tahoe SAFE Alliance 
strive each and every day to create a safer and 
more aware community for us all.

—  Claudia Andersen, 
CEO, Parasol Tahoe Community Foundation8


